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mined it to be evil, and that it betokened the death,
of the emperor in a short time.

Another accident happened the very next day,
viz., a flash of lightning broke upon the statue of
the emperor over the senate-house, and struck out
the letter C, from the word Caesar, in the inscription
upon the capital of the work over the statue. The
augurs were again consulted, and they again con-
sulting with one another, and by the ordinary ob-
servations, declared the emperor would die within a
hundred days; signified by the numeral letter C
being struck out, and that he should then be reckoned
among the gods, because the word .ESAU in the He-
trurian tongue signifies a god,

Now it fell out according to this prediction; the
emperor, and Tiberius his heir apparent, went as far
as Beneventum, he was taken sick there of a diar-
rhoea, and causing himself to be carried to Nola near
Capua, he expired ninety-nine days after the stroke
of the thunderbolt or lightning as above. If then
the Devil has no knowledge of futurity, but that
the study of the intellectual world, or world of spi-
rits, be a sacred science, as the professors of it con-
tend ; then those augurs who acted upon the foot
of the ancient magic, were illuminated from those
intellectual beings, and had converse with spirits of
a differing kind from those which we call devils or
diabolical.

Now, as it is hard to distinguish these illumina-
tions otherwise than by the events and consequences
of the intelligence they bring, so I think that if,
first of all, the distinction be allowed between good
and evil spirits, then it is a just way of determining,
viz., that such intelligence as tends to the good of
mankind, to the propagation of virtue, and preserv-
ing honour, chastity, property and religion, may be
supposed to proceed from good spirits, whether